Coalition for the “Initiative for a UN Decade of Interreligious and Intercultural Dialogue,

Understanding and Cooperation for Peace”

Third meeting

New York, 7-9 March 2011
INTRODUCTION
Since the last meeting of the Coalition (Melbourne, December 2009) many things have happened which make the coming meeting a crucial step for this initiative.
· At the UN General Assembly: 
· the idea of proclaiming a UN decade of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace was brought once again to the attention of the GA, which is an achievement; nevertheless, the proposal did not get unanimous support and its discussion was postponed by the GA until its 66th session, due to start on September 2011. 
· In preparation for the coming GA session, the UN Secretariat (DESA) will carry out, starting on late February or early March 2011 a second consultation with the UN member states asking for their views about proclaiming a “decade of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace”. The results of this consultation will be included by the Secretary General in his report to the 66th session of the General Assembly on “Intercultural, interreligious and intercivilizational dialogue”. This is a crucial opportunity for lobbying to get the needed political support to have the proposed decade proclaimed. 
· During its 65th session, on October 2010, the GA proclaimed the first week of February of each year, starting on 2011, as “World Interfaith Harmony Week”. This initiative, patronized by the King of Jordan, is inspired in similar values than this Decade Initiative. On behalf of the Coalition, the Steering Committee has expressed to the Jordanian ambassadors in New York and Geneva its support to the Week and operative contacts have been established with the Director of the Royal Islamic Strategic Studies Centre of Amman, which is promoting the event.
· The Steering Committee: Based on the orientations given by the Coalition at its Melbourne meeting, the SC has been looking for a more flexible incremental strategic approach. 
· Even though this Coalition was constituted having as main immediate objective to get the proposed Decade formally proclaimed by the UN General Assembly, it is aware that such a decade is only a vehicle for achieving its final objectives, which are strengthening and widening the cooperation between its members and the UN towards shared values and goals, contributing eventually to sustainable peace. 

· So, since having the proposed UN Decade proclaimed in the near future seems at present uncertain, the Steering Committee has been exploring alternative strategies in preparation for a formal UN Decade, which nevertheless remains as a desirable medium-term objective. They may consist in the active involvement of the Coalition and its member organizations in two different kinds of activities:  (1) pertinent UN events (such as the annual “World Interfaith Harmony Week”) and (2) a deeper knowledge of experiences, opportunities and possibilities of multi-faith partnerships  with UN agencies, around shared values and goals 
· Consequently, the Coalition would importantly seek to develop an incremental relationship with the UN, system-wide, while pursuing the longer term objective of having a UN Decade launched.   This will be done building on the strength of the rich experience from partnerships between religious communities, faith based and value based organizations and UN agencies.  If this approach works, partnerships will grow on local, regional and global levels.   

· Exploring the viability of the new strategic approach: With this aim, the SC and its Secretariat had undertaken two rounds of consultations with pertinent UN agencies and related international organizations:

· The first one, conducted on April-June 2010, focussed on briefing on the Decade Initiative and identifying pertinent valuable experiences of partnership involving international agencies and FBOs and VBOs. Organizations visited included FAO, ILO, OHCHR
, UNHCR
, UNICEF, UNAIDS, WHO and IOM
. It was in general a positive and useful contact for opening windows for possible future cooperation.
· The second round, conducted during December 2010, focused on identifying specific opportunities and approaches for multi-faith partnerships related to ongoing programs and campaigns and exploring the disposition of those agencies for developing them jointly in the future.  Organizations visited in this opportunity included FAO, ILO, OHCHR, UNHCR, WHO and the Global Malaria Program. Specific opportunities were identifies in all the cases with mutual commitment to continue working together.
It is in this framework that the SC is convening the 3rd Meeting of the Coalition. 
OBJECTIVES

This meeting is being convened for:

· Finalizing the new strategy developed by the Steering Committee according to the directions given by the Coalition in its second meeting (Melbourne, December 2009) and the emerging opportunities in the political front offered by the consultation of DESA to the member states. 
· Start implementing the new double track strategy, working simultaneously in two fronts  through: 
· Immediate mobilization of  lobbying capacity to get political support to the proposed UN Decade, and

· Further exploring and identifying possible specific multi-faith initiatives of partnership with UN Agencies as well as the potential of Coalition member organizations for participating in those kind of partnerships.
· Cultivating the emergent relations of cooperation with some UN agencies around possible specific partnerships towards shared goals.
· Reshaping, strengthening and widening the Coalition around a strong commitment to action. 

· Renovating the Steering Committee, taking into consideration the religious, cultural and geographical diversity of the Coalition and its new short and medium-term goals and strategy.

· Agreeing on a work program, with clear tasks and responsibilities.

PARTICIPANTS 
· Representatives of communities and organizations which have engaged themselves as Coalition members by filling and signing the “Terms of Engagement”. 
· Representatives of other communities and organizations which have expressed their support to the Decade Initiative and are “de facto” associated to the Coalition, mainly by participating in its meetings. 

· Representatives and/or resource persons from key UN member states and bodies.
DATES AND VENUE
The meeting will be held at the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers
 in Ossining, New York, near the Hudson River, one hour away from midtown Manhattan. The fare per room and meals is around $60 per day. Participants coming from distant places are expected to arrive in New York on Sunday 6 March. On Monday 7 there will be free transportation by bus available for all the participants to go at 8:30 a.m. (sharp) from a place near the UN building to the Maryknoll’s place
. The same service will be available at the end of the meeting (around 12:00 p.m.) on Wednesday. Details will be given later.  
TENTATIVE PROGRAMME AND AGENDA 
	

	Day, time and venue
	Subjects

	Monday 7 March

Manhattan 

8:15
8:30 
	Participants meet near the UN

Travel by bus to Maryknoll

	At Maryknoll

9:30
	Register and check in

	10:30 -  12:00
	A. Opening session: 

Plenary

1. Welcome by Dr. John Taylor. Deputy Chair of the Steering Committee 

2.  Observances (10’) 
3.  Introducing each other as well as the institutions that the participants represent.  (30’)
4.  Overview of purpose.  Where the Decade Initiative stands (40’) 

a.  Update 

b.  Proposed new double track strategic approach

c.  Discussion, questions and clarifications

5.  Presenting and agreeing on the agenda and timetable. 
6.  Logistics (5’)



	12:00 – 13:00
	LUNCH

	13:30 – 15:30
	B. Track 1. Final goal: having the proposed UN Decade proclaimed by the UN General Assembly

1.  Initiatives and actors in the field of “interreligious, intercultural and intercivilizational dialogue and cooperation” associated to the UN. With special reference to:

· Alliance of Civilizations

· International Decade for a Culture of Peace and Non-violence for the Children of the World (2001-2010)
· International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures (2010)

· World Interfaith Harmony Week 
· Tripartite Forum on Interfaith Cooperation for Peace
PANEL with the participation of representatives from:     (60`)

· Office of the Secretariat of the Alliance of Civilizations 

· UNESCO Office in NY – Rochelle Roca-Hachem 

· Mission of Kazakhstan to the UN

· Mission of Jordan to the UN 

· Mission of the Philippines to the UN

· Mission of Pakistan to the UN

2.  The process of a possible “UN decade of interreligious and intercultural dialogue, understanding and cooperation for peace” within the GA.

a. Presentation by Marc-Andre Dorel (DESA) (30’)

· The GA resolutions

· The 2009 consultation and SG report

· The coming 2011 consultation

b. Questions and answers. Discussion. (30`)
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	15:30 – 16:00
	BREAK (Picture)

	16:00 – 17:30
	(continuation of previous session)

3.  Political scenarios and suitable paths for getting the proposed Decade approved 
a.  Supports and resistances within the UN General Assembly, by Marc Dorel (15’ + 5’ of qq & answers)
b.  Making the proposed decade politically viable within the GA. (40’)

PANEL  with the participation of representatives from:

· Mission of India to the UN

· Mission of Jordan to the UN

· Mission of Kazakhstan to the UN
· Mission of Pakistan to the UN

· Mission of the Philippines to the UN

· Sergei Kambalov
, 

c. Questions and answers. Discussion. (30`)


	17:30 – 18:30
	Dinner

	19:00 – 21:00
	4.   Developing the Coalition strategy and work plan for Track 1
a.  General oriented discussion

b.  Working groups 

	Tuesday 7 March 


	

	07:15 – 08:15
	Breakfast

	08:30 – 10:00
	C. Track 2: Partnering with the UN towards shared goals

1.  Learning from accumulated experience of  FBOs partnering with the UN

a. Overview, by Gerardo Gonzalez,  (15’ + 5’ of qq & answers)
b. Institutionalization and coordination within the UN, by Azza Karam, UNFPA (15’ + 5’ of qq & answers)
2.  The Multi-faith Partnership Approach, by Gerardo Gonzalez (15’ + 5’ of qq & answers)
3.   Success stories of effective multi-faith collaboration with UN by Coalition members (30’)


	10:00 – 10:30
	Coffee break

	10:30 – 12:00
	(continuation of previous session)

4.  Opportunities for possible future initiatives 
a.  General Introduction: (5’)
b.  Participation in UN events (Days, weeks) (by GG: 10’ + 5’)

c.  Long-lasting specific initiatives . Ideas of possible multi-faith partnerships in already explored fields: (presented each one by representatives of a leading FBO and/or a representative or adviser from a UN agency)

(i)    In the field of Refugees and displaced people. (UNHCR) (20’+10’)

(ii)   Combating the worst forms of child labour (WSB): 20’+10’)



	12:00 – 13:00
	Lunch

	14:00 – 15:30
	(continuation of previous session)
(iii)  Human Rights: Prohibition of incitement to national, ethnic and religious hatred. (by IARF : 20’+10’)
(iv)  Contributing to eradicate malaria (by TBFF and GMP
: 20’+10’)

(v)  Caring Mother Earth (Earth Charter: 20’+10’)

	15:30 – 16:00
	Coffee break

	16:00 – 17:30
	  d.  Focus groups for advancing ideas for possible multi-faith partnerships in fields (i) to (v) (60’)
       e.   Plenary: Reporting by focus groups. Conclusions (30’)

	17:30 – 18:30
	Coffee Break

	19:00 – 21:00
	D. Outlining a work plan for the Coalition for period March-December 2011

     1.  Working groups on strategies for track 1 (60’)

2.  Plenary: Reporting by working groups. Conclusions (30’) 
3.  Drafting a work plan  (30’)

	Wednesday 8 March
	

	07:15 – 08:15
	BREAKFAST

	08:30 – 10:00
	Welcome, moment of silence, observances (5’)

E.  Reshaping  the Coalition
1.   Introduction (5’)

2.  Steering/coordination mechanisms (20’)

4.  Proposed next steps: (35’)
(i)    Proposal for a tentative work plan

(ii)   Discussion, agreements 
4.  geographic networks for facilitating implementation of work plan (15`)

5.  Resources mobilization: mechanisms, responsibilities, commitments (15’)

	10:0 0 – 10:30
	BREAK

	10:30 – 12:00
	F. (continues)

6.  Renovation of Steering Committee (60’)

a.   Presentation of proposal by the Nomination Committee

b.   Discussion, consensus building

c.   Appointment/assumption of Chair and Vice-Chairs.

G.   Closing session (15’)

1.  Final thoughts

2.  Acknowledgments

3.  Closing observances

	12:30 
	RETURN TO MANHATTAN

	In New York

14:00 – 18:00
	First meeting of the new Steering Committee


�   Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights


�   United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees


�   International Organization for Migration


�    Conditions for membership in the Coalition are: that operate at a global level or on an international scale, and that subscribe to the principles which inspire the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular respect for freedom of religion or belief and for cultural and religious diversity, and pursuit of a culture of peace. This category includes interfaith organizations, religious communities and faith-based organizations; organizations representing indigenous traditions; spiritual movements and value-based organizations focusing on youth, women, children, elderly, refugees and displaced peoples and other priority social groups for the UN. 


�   The meeting will be held at the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers, 55 Ryder Road, Ossining, NY 10562. Phone: 914-941-7636,Toll Free: 888-627-9566, Fax: 914-944-3613 E-Mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mkweb@maryknoll.org" ��mkweb@maryknoll.org�.


�     The chartered bus will leave from close to the Millennium UN Plaza Hotel, located in 44th Street between First and Second Avenue, Manhattan, at 08:30 a.m. (sharp) on Monday 7March. Those participants willing to use this service are requested to be at the meeting point around 8:15


�  Represented by Dr. Thomas Uthop, Research and Education Manager, UNAOC, New York Office.


� Being invited


�  Being invited


� Being invited


� Represented by Mr. Robert Borje


� Being invited


�    Confirmed


�    Sergei Kambalov, former Senior Officer looking at "interreligious, intercultural and intercivilizational matters" in the Office for ECOSOC Support and Coordination Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations - New York


 





�    Being invited.
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